
President's Message
Good Morning Lansing Chapter SCI Members!

My coffee this morning seems to taste a little bit better. The sun coming up over the end of the lake seems a little bit
brighter, and with the snow beginning to melt as temperatures rise, summer seems not so far away.

In the past year, many of us lost friends and family. We have all been concerned with COVID-19, with elections, and
with social unrest across our country. It is almost a year ago that the world closed. Our Chapter had to cancel our “in-
person” annual Banquet and instead hosted an online auction. Fortunately, that decision, and your continued support
and generosity, allowed our chapter to raise much-needed resources. Those resources have gone to support SCI
National, chapter projects, as well as an effort to support struggling outfitters whose businesses may not have been
able to survive the shutdown. In total, SCI National collected almost $500,000 that has been donated to support those
struggling outfitters across the world. Additionally, last year’s online fundraiser allowed our chapter to continue to be
in a financial position to support this year’s Safari Wish youth hunt as well as our annual veterans’ hunt. Reflecting on
the past year, while there were success stories, I believe we can all agree that we hope that this season will soon be
over.

Looking forward, hopefully, life becomes more normal and we can begin to come together to support each other and
support our passion for life in the outdoors. Recently, the Lansing Chapter SCI Board decided to postpone this year’s
March Banquet due to ongoing COVID-19 concerns. Instead of a March Banquet, our Board has decided to look
toward this fall, specifically planning to develop a much enhanced in-person “Whitetail” night in September that would
include an auction, possibly raffle prizes, a possible whitetail seminar, a big buck contest (whitetails harvested
between Jan. 18, 2020, and date of event), and a very nice dinner. More details will be shared in the near future.

Finally, the Lansing SCI Board continues to discuss the timing of our next in-person chapter meeting, (maybe this
summer?), as well as designing our best ever Annual Banquet (2022) in a format that we have all come to know and
love.

Please be safe and know that the future is bright – we will get through this!

SCI – First for Hunters®!!

Dr. Brian Metcalf
President Safari Club International Lansing Area Chapter
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Dr. Brian Metcalf has been an SCI member for 16 years. He is very passionate
about SCI and values the friendships and camaraderie he has found in our chapter.

Brian is a big game hunter, focusing on deer, elk, and bear, in North America. He
also hunts waterfowl and upland in the Midwest. He is equally passionate about
fishing, focusing on Walleye in the Midwest and Canada, fly fishing anywhere he
can, and deep-sea fishing on the West Coast and Central America. He also loves to
fish for salmon and halibut in Alaska.

Brian’s favorite firearms are:

    Rifle: Pierce custom 300 Remington Ultra Mag.
    Shotgun: Browning Citori
    Other (bow, crossbow, muzzle loader): Raven crossbow & Mathews compound.

His advice to someone new to hunting:  “Choose a very accurate rifle, a great friend
(spouse) to hunt with, be prepared for any challenge, enjoy the entire adventure
whether you take an animal or not!”
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Dr. Crimp has been a Lansing SCI member for 8 years.
He is passionate about Hunter Advocacy on the state
and national level.  Marty enjoys Fly fishing, bow hunting,
and firearm hunting.

Marty’s favorites are:

Overall: A Browning A-Bolt stainless in 270
Winchester with Bell and Carlson stock. It has taken
a few animals but not enough!
Shotgun: Arrieta 12 gauge side by side, custom
ordered when teaching a short course in Madrid.
Other: Bear Grizzly 45# recurve. My first real bow.
Unfortunately, it broke years ago. I still love the
smooth shot feel of recurves.

Hunting Destination: Alaska. I love backpack hunts to
places where it is necessary to prepare to take care of
myself since help is a long way away.

Fishing Destination: Upper Manistee River, Yampa River,
and Yellowstone National Park Waters fly fishing for
trout.

What advice do you or would you give to someone new
to hunting?

“Find multiple mentors who are willing to take time with
you to share their insight and if you are fortunate take
you hunting with them. You will learn different points of
view from different hunters. Get involved in
organizations like SCI to meet people with common
interests. It is a great organization to learn and make
contact with.”

Jim has been a member of SCI for 16 years. He is
passionate about conservation and the camaraderie
he finds among fellow hunters at the SCI Lansing
chapter.

Jim enjoys hunting gators in Florida every year, deer
and turkey in Michigan, and traveling internationally
every year.

Jim’s favorites are:

Rifle: Winchester Model 70 in 270 Winchester
Shotgun: Fausti 20 Gauge over/under

Favorite Hunting Destination: Montana
Fishing Destination: Fly-in to Ontario

What advice do you or would you give to someone new
to hunting?

“Get out and try new things.”
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Mike Hoskins has been a member of the Lansing SCI chapter for 20 years. Over this time he has held several board
positions and was the most recent past president. He has also had a big hand in organizing many chapter events,
including our two big annual fundraisers. 

Mike values the fact that SCI defends hunters’ rights in each individual state and on a national level. 

Mike enjoys hunting Whitetail, Black Bear, and Pheasant. His favorite fish are Walleye, Bass, and Crappie.

Rifle:  Springfield .30-06
Shotgun:  Benelli 12 gauge
Other:  Matthew’s Compound Bow

Hunting Destination:  Upper Peninsula

Fishing Destination: Michigamme Reservoir – Way Dam, Iron County, Michigan

What advice do you or would you give to someone new to hunting? 

“I am a Michigan “blue-collar” hunter that has done predominantly Michigan hunting with a few hunting and fishing trips
to Canada, Alaska, Montana, and Colorado.  Involvement with SCI National and local chapters connects you to many
hunters who will share with you North American and International hunting advice and adventures.”
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There will be open
positions on the Board of
Directors in July.  Contact

a Board member to see
how you can play a role

in our Chapter!!
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Providing Hope Through Hunting   
by Ed. Edwards, SCI Lansing Chapter Member and avid hunter
 
Hope “The desire and search for a good future, difficult but not impossible to obtain with God’s help”

Sometimes when you think everything possible has gone wrong Murphy sends yet another curve ball. One of the
most sickening sounds a hunter can hear is CLICK when pulling the trigger. Was the rifle loaded? It was but the 6.5
Creedmoor (of all things) casing had not been struck hard enough by the firing pin to make it go bang!

Every year the Lansing Area Chapter of SCI sponsored two children in partnership with the Foundation For Hope
Outdoor Adventures at Cedar Hollow Lodge near Grayling, Michigan for a long weekend deer hunt. As a chapter
board member I attended the hunt and festivities as the designated cheerleader. Foundation For Hope Outdoor
Adventures is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that provides outdoor adventures such as hunting and fishing for youth battling
life-challenging health issues. In addition to the SCI Lansing Chapter, other partners include:  Nosler, Leupold, 
 Global Rescue, Wildlife Gallery, Sitka, and the Detroit Lions!

Foundation for Hope Outdoor Adventures is now in its 21st year and fills the need for a child wanting a hunting trip
that other hope/wish foundations do not provide.

In addition to the hunt, which included deluxe lodging, a backpack was presented to each hunter and included
Leupold binos, a laptop, and a bible, along with several small items.

I was honored to be part of this great organization. Now, back to the hunt.

The 1st morning of hunting was wet, foggy, and cold but Collin the hunter did not mind! The ground blind we were
assigned was weather-tight and a portable heater made the day tolerable. At daybreak, we settled in the blind
which had woods on three sides and faced a greenfield food plot.

The relentless rain finally slacked off and Collin was soon seeing deer, including several bucks. His dad, guide Blake,
and yours truly had our binos up most of the time.

One of the five bucks in the field fit the criteria we were looking for and the challenge of getting a shot started. First,
it was behind one of the others, then one of the others was behind it, then it was facing away. These positions kept
rotating and occasionally he was broadside without interference but for only a few seconds. Collin was calm, quiet,
and did his best to follow directions. The adults were going at it with the intensity of a team of chemists seeking the
Nobel Prize.

I have been blessed to do a considerable amount of hunting as well as helping others and still get excited but
nothing like that morning. My heart was beating like a drum line! A broadside shot became available and Collin lined
up the crosshairs with the joystick and pushed the button.

At the shot, there was a thump of the .270 and the double lunged buck jumped and vanished into the woods and
was found piled up within 50 yards.

Collin was speechless except for four words he repeated many times that morning: “I shot a buck.”

Like typical guys the adults high-fived, shook hands, hugged, took many pictures and several of us shed a few tears.

Congratulations Collin!!

Throughyoursupport, the
Chapter didthis:



The rain started up again and continued through lunch, nap time, and my daily 3 o’clock coffee &
snack.

At about 4 o’clock the rain once again let up so it was time to get Matt his buck. Since the shooting
system was already set up in the earlier used blind it would make for an easy evening hunt – or so we
thought.

Within the first 30 minutes, several bucks including a shooter worked within range, and then the
difficulties started. The shooting system broke due to over travel on the turret the rifle was mounted
on. Two trips back to the lodge for replacement parts and we were still without a working system.
After nearly two hours of trying to get the system to work, we changed to a different rifle setup that
allowed the scope to be viewed through an iPhone. We were back in business if there were any more
deer movement.

Nearing dark thirty and a shooter buck strolled into the field. Since there were no others to cause
distraction he was holding still and presented a shot.  The rifle went CLICK! and the whiz-bang holding
the phone had to be removed to chamber another round then remounted. This time the rifle went
bang and the buck dropped in his tracks.  The blind celebration started then I spoiled the party by
announcing the buck was up!  My experience with animals that get up after being knocked down is
that they may only be stunned and should be given 2nd helping immediately!  We were lucky as this
buck took two steps then went back down and stayed down.

Nice shooting Matt!!

All in all, quite a day for everyone involved!  For me, it was enjoyable, heartwarming, and very
humbling.  The experience will be a lasting good memory of 2020.

SCI has been an important part of more than half of my life and will continue to be so. Foundation for
Hope Outdoor Adventures will no doubt be as well.

Hunter
Hunter
Hunter

Matt
Matt
Matt
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2020 VETERANS' HUNT2020 VETERANS' HUNT2020 VETERANS' HUNT
by Marty Crimp

The 2020 Veterans Hunt was spectacular!  What do you call a gathering of approximately 80
United States Vets with shotguns?  A wonderful day for a pheasant hunt!!  SCI Lansing was
once again the major sponsor of this great event at Crooked Foot Upland Bird & Game
Hunting Club on Sunday, October 25, 2020.  In addition to financial sponsorship, several
Chapter members were in attendance to help and enjoy the program.

The day started out with the National Anthem, raffles, and a safety briefing.

The hunt started by dividing into three groups for the European tower shoot. The largest
tower had twenty stations with two shooters per station. Released birds headed in all
directions so it was important the shooters stayed alert. Pass shooting at high flying pheasants
can be difficult to judge as they are moving much faster than they appear and many are
missed or just lose a few tail feathers. Approximately 50% of the released birds made it past
the shooters. Volunteers with dogs retrieved the shot birds. At each tower, two birds were
released that were tagged with ribbon and the successful shooter received a prize.

After the tower shoot was finished a field hunt was organized with the assistance of pointing
and flushing dogs. Many of the birds that escaped the tower shoot were taken in the field
hunt.
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In summary, about 800 birds were released, giving the vets plenty of shooting opportunities.
The birds were processed by volunteers at the Crooked Foot Upland Bird & Game Hunting
Club cleaning facility and were available for the vets who wanted fare for future meals at
home.

Post hunt refreshments consisting of bacon-pheasant-jalapeno appetizers followed by an
outdoor lunch of pork loin, mashed potatoes, and corn left everyone well-fed for the drive
home.

A great event to honor our vets and a wonderful time for all in attendance.
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7303 South Delaney Road, Owosso, MI 48867
989-723-9823

CrookedFoot@Frontier.com
www.CrookedFootHuntClub.com

Veterans' Hunt Coordinator and Chapter Sponsor/Donor

mailto:CrookedFoot@Frontier.com
http://www.crookedfoothuntclub.com/


Manage the population in balance with the habitat and food sources.
Use hunting to control herd population and bull to cow ratio.

Michigan Elk: A Young Huntress Benefits from Successful Conservation!
by Ed H. Edwards, SCI Lansing Chapter Member and avid hunter

After eight days of 10-mile hikes, a bull stood broadside 150 yards away alerted but not spooked. The
cross hairs settled on the elk’s shoulder in the rat gray light of dusk. As the old saying goes, it was
definitely crunch time!

Michigan Elk Past and Present

Native elk disappeared from the state in approximately 1875. A modest introduction of seven western
elk was successfully released in the north-central region of the lower peninsula near the town of
Wolverine. It grew steadily for the next 40 years to a herd exceeding 1500 in the early 1960s. The first
limited hunting seasons occurred in 1964 and 1965.

In the late 1960s, reduced habitat quality kept the herd below its growth potential, and poaching
added to the decline. The population dropped to approximately 200 by 1975. A renewed interest to
better manage the elk started in the late 1970s. Efforts to reduce poaching, habitat improvement, and
careful management of the oil and gas development in the area resulted in the herd increasing to
approximately 850 by 1984 and a controlled season opened. An elk season has been in place since
then and a management plan to maintain a population of approximately 800 animals with a
continued focus to:

Michigan 2020 Elk Season

Hunt #1: Consisted of three (4) day periods between September 1st and October 5th. This allowed for
30 licenses of any elk and 70 cow licenses.
Hunt #2: The season was December 12-20th.  This allowed for 30 licenses of any elk and 110 cow elk
licenses.
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SCI Lansing Area Chapter Board Member Cliff Hart applied for all six of his family members, knowing
the chances of ever drawing a tag was less than 1%. However, 2020 brought a pleasant surprise.
When he checked the DNR website for the successful applicants he found his daughter, Madison, was
drawn for one of the highly coveted 30 any elk tags for season #1. Due to the unique opportunity, the
“any elk” was going to be “the elk”.  Cliff hired local guides Dan & Scott Connell and he would be along
to observe.

Madison was at the end of her final semester at Western Michigan University and the
virtual/independent class time would allow for ample time to hunt. The Hart’s own a cabin near
Gaylord which provided lodging near the hunting area.

Madison is an experienced hunter, having hunted deer in Michigan and has also hunted in Argentina
and New Zealand. Therefore, she is familiar with selective hunting. She decided to sit out the 1st hunt
period in September, opting for the cooler weather. Unfortunately, a suitable bull was not found in
the 2nd four-day stretch in spite of the strenuous effort.

Patience Pays Off
The next four days were nearly a repeat, right up to the last minutes of shooting time. Big game
hunting success often occurs in seconds and this hunt was no exception. 

A big bull was spotted and within seconds the 300 Weatherby magnum BOOM was no doubt heard
through the woods!  The slap of the 180 grain Barnes bullet finding purchase echoed back before the
bull dropped on the spot with broken shoulders.  A follow-up neck shot and it was time to take
pictures of an elk of a lifetime and a priceless graduation gift!

A typical western elk hunt involves a lot of work once the elk is down. There is still much work on a
Michigan hunt but in much more favorable terrain. The elk needs to be reported to the DNR and an
officer comes to the site and makes harvest records before the elk can be moved. The guides work
together and several others volunteered showed up to help remove the elk.

Elk hunting in Michigan is a memorable experience and the local guides work together as a
brotherhood to help each other any way they can. There is a bond with hunters around the globe but
never more obvious than in the woods of the Michigan elk season.

A big congrats to Madison from SCI Lansing Area Chapter!
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Find us on the web, Facebook, and Twitter!
www.scilansing.com          scilansing@gmail.com



Sharing the Impact Hunt Paid Big Dividends! 
by Ed H. Edwards, SCI Lansing Chapter Member and avid hunter

 
  "I am always amazed by the way the outdoors brings people together, the generosity of people

who hunt, and their willingness to support others who enjoy their lifestyle."   -Nick Hoffman

“Smile you SOB”! I knew exactly how Chief Brody felt at the conclusion of the first Jaws movie. A
gator I was trying to get a shot at blended in perfectly with the muddy bank and log it was
partially behind. My .270 was on the trigger sticks and I willed a slower heartbeat and calmness.
I could see an eye of the broadside facing gator but the rest of it was questionable, 

Larry Shores whispered, “Take it if you can,” without lowering his binoculars. Thirty yards back
my wife Carol and Nick Hoffman of Nick’s Wild Ride Outdoor Channel show were also observing.
Shaking like a shaved Chihuahua, I did my best to calm down and aim small.

When the 2020 Safari Club International “Share the Impact” trips came out I definitely wanted to
participate. I carefully reviewed the donated trips and picked the hog & gator hunt Larry Shores
offered on his Levy County Florida property. Nick Hoffman was my first choice and I was the
successful bidder.

I have been blessed to hunt and fish with people from all walks of life, but never a musician –
Nick’s highly successful day job. As a fan of his show and YouTube channel, I was all in. Nick
obviously likes many types of hunting, diverse food, and having a good time regardless of the
hunt outcome. what impresses me the most is his ability to admit when he messes up and
laughs at himself, and most importantly, he likes coffee!
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Larry Shores’ property exceeds 700 acres and much of it probably has not changed since the
“New World” was discovered. Dark gator and snake-infested marshland a person could easily
disappear! Pinewoods, grass fields, and food plots make up the balance, and deer, hogs, and
turkeys are plentiful.

My first night on the stand was action-packed. It started with a pair of big Osceola gobblers that
picked their way within 30 yards and were followed by many deer all afternoon. Before darkness
set in, a sounder of hogs emerged from the woods. I gave them a few minutes to spread out
before chambering a round and getting in position for a shot. My rest was solid and the cross-
hairs were motionless when I pulled the trigger. I’m conditioned to cycle the bolt immediately
after the bullet leaves the barrel just in case second helpings are necessary. I held the cross-
hairs on the downed hog for about 30 seconds but it was definitely down for the count.

My plan was to be one and done with hogs this trip but Larry wanted more removed. He
encouraged me to try his suppressed .308 with thermal imaging scope. A night hunt was easy
since Larry has his trail camera programmed to send pictures to his cell phone. After dinner, a
picture came in of a big hog so we quickly left the lodge and did a downwind stalk. I set up the
trigger sticks and shot the hog! Seeing a black hog as white as a sheet on a dark night was
strange but certainly effective and often times necessary due to hogs being highly nocturnal. 
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Gators are More of a Challenge

Hogs came easy but gators were a challenge due to continual high water. Since a bad storm hit the
area in November 2020 and continued above-average rainfall has resulted in limited access to
many of the ponds and ditches normally hunted. Most of the gator hunting is spot and stalk which
really makes the hunt challenging. But that is why it is called hunting and not shooting. I enjoyed
the challenge of spotting and getting within range.

When we finally got set up on the trigger sticks my heart was jack-hammering and the cross-hairs
were moving in equal harmonics. The fear of failure set in that I would blow it in front of three
spectators. The prickle of fear constantly stabbing me like the fibers of cheap undergarments!

 I somehow calmed down, the cross-hairs settled, the rifle went boom, the gator flipped over, and
the cheering started! 

As a member of Safari Club International since 1983 the Share the Impact fundraiser is at the top of
the club’s wide-ranging efforts to sustain our passion that I have seen. 

Many of the donations were a multiple-party effort and we need to be thankful for every donor!

My hunt took a considerable amount of coordination to make it happen:

Nick Hoffman donated the most valuable resource a person has: HIS TIME. Especially during a busy
filming schedule for his upcoming shows. He has also been in the process of starting a new music
venture. Check out his website for further information.

Larry Shores donated the use of his property, his time, and made sure everything went smooth and
comfortable. He hired a professional chef to prepare four-course delicious and somewhat exotic
dinners. One night we had frog legs for appetizers and on another, we had bacon-wrapped quail
breast bites. How cool it that!

I invested in the hunt and received the dividends of enjoying my passion while supporting a very
worthwhile cause. 

Spring 2021



Spring 2021

Remember to

Remember to

Remember to

support those who

support those who

support those who

support us!

support us!

support us!

Reel Rumors Sport Fishing Charters
3781 Henderson Lake Rd.

Prescott, MI 48756
989.915.3312

reelrumors@gmail.com
Contact: Captain Dale Megie

Burtrum Furs & Leathers
5568 Beckley Road

Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone 269.979.4101

www.burtrumfursandleathers.com
Contact: Marilyn Burtrum

Spinner N Spoon Sportfishing
Charters

13490 Trout St.
Monroe, MI 48161

734-735-6793
captainpaul@spinnernspoon.com

www.spinnernspoon.com
Contact: Paul Bolling

Slayer Outdoor Products
435 Packard Highway #A

Charlotte, Michigan 48813
517.726.0221

slayerblinds@gmail.com
www.slayeroutdoorproducts.com

Contact: Rob Trowbridge

Michigan Elk Hunting
2688 West Conrad Road

Ludington, MI 49431
231-357-9987

Bigbullbob13@gmail.com
www.michiganelkhunting.com

Contact: Bob Northrup

Muzzy Pheasant Farms
1210 N Durand Rd.
Corunna, MI 48817

(810) 577-1779
muzzypheasantfarm@gmail.com
www.muzzypheasantfarm.com
Contact: Beth Muzzy Rzepecki

Diabolical Sport Fishing
1080 N Huron St., Cheboygan, MI 49721

517-282-9555

diabolicalfishing@gmail.com
www.diabolicalsportfishing.com

Contact: Mark McClutchey



Remember to support those whoRemember to support those whoRemember to support those who
support us!support us!support us!
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Hilde Hunting Services
5300 Belford

Holly, MI 48442
Phone: 248-909-1512

dantaylor321@aol.com
Contact: Dan Taylor

De Wet Hunting Safaris
PO Box 7359

Modimolle, South Africa 0510
+27 76 947 9569

dewet.vw@gmail.com
https://dewethuntingsafaris.com

Contact: De Wet van Wyk

International Adventures Unlimited
PO Box 1157

Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: 970-641-5369, cell: 970-596-7101

intadvun@gunnison.com
www.internationaladventures.us

Contact: Michael Grosse

Pierce Engineering
5122 North Grand River Lansing, MI 48906

517-321-5051
www.pierceengineeringltd.com
jim@pierceengineeringltd.com

Contact: Jim Nordoff

Monarch Rivers, LLC
PO Box 176

Kampsville, IL 62053
(602) 332-9889

aaron@monarchrivers.com
www.monarchrivers.com

Contact: Aaron Quillan

High House Outfitting
9986 W Co Rd 300 S
Medora, IN 47260

812.896.3213/248.721.3153
highhouseleasing@yahoo.com

http://www.highhouseleasing.com/
Contact: Martin Brewster or Dan Connell

Hunt Conexion Mexico
1825 Hillcrest Blvd

Eagle Pass, TX 78852
+521 (878) 700-0384

alberto@ranchomx.com
www.ranchomx.com

Contact: Alberto Valdes Fisher

Trail Creek Lodge Inc.
217 Delano Rd.

Au Gres, MI 48703
(406) 930-0355

trailcreeklodge@hotmail.com
https://trailcreeklodge.com/

Contact: Paul Maliskey
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 JOIN SCI AND OUR CHAPTER!!
 

If you share an avid commitment to hunting and conservation, and
support protecting our rights as hunters, we invite you to join us.

 
Complete online application by going to www.scilansing.com and click

Join (choose Lansing as your local chapter).  Or,
 

    Print the Application for Membership Form.
    Fill out the Application completely.

    Mail completed Application and payment to:
    Lansing Area Chapter – SCI

    P.O. Box 72
    Grand Ledge, MI 48837


